




Film Training Manitoba
• The pilot Work Upgrade Program (WUP) aims to increase the number of skilled film

crew members in the province through Film Training Manitoba.

• Since the official launch of the WUP in April 2006, 19 participants have joined the
program, 11 members have been upgraded to priority positions, and four graduates
have secured permanent employment in production.

Forintek
• Through this project, Manitoba has joined Forintek Canada’s Value-Added and Wood

Technology Program as a partner province for a three year period. This partnership
provides Manitoba access to Forintek’s core research program and creates the
technology transfer infrastructure required to support the sustainability and growth of
small-to-medium sized primary and specialty wood product manufacturers throughout
Manitoba. 

• Two offices with industry advisors have been established in Manitoba; one located in
The Pas and the other in Winnipeg. 

• This past year, Forintek received an increase in inquiries and requests to assist in the
area of wood finishing. With additional funding under EPA, a wood finishing
specialist was recently hired to provide technical advice in secondary sectors of the
industry such as cabinet and furniture building, engineered wood products, millwork,
and prefabricated building systems.

• Additional information on Forintek’s programs and services is available on its websites,
http://www.solutionsforwood.ca and http://www.forintek.ca.

Movement Disorders Clinic
• The clinic, specializing in care for patients with

diseases such as Parkinson’s and Huntington’s,
was opened to patients on July 31, 2006.

• The project included design of the refurbished
interior space and expansion of the building to
provide the increased space needed to develop
waiting rooms on the two clinic floors. The
angle of the wheel chair ramp, the oldest known
ramp in Manitoba, no longer met building codes
and therefore could not be used for patients. As
a result the building now contains its first
elevator. 

• Over this past year, the clinic has leveraged more
than $180,000 in grants from external sources
for further research in the area of movement
disorders.
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Expansion on the east side of the Women’s Tribute Memorial Lodge
provides additional space for Movement Disorders Clinic patients.



University of Manitoba Nano-System Fabrication Lab
• Located at the University of Manitoba, the Nano-System Fabrication Laboratory

(NSFL) uses molecular level and molecular precision manufacturing techniques to
construct devices and components.

• In 2006 the NSFL was able to provide assistance to high school research projects that
lead to an award winning initiative in microfluidics for industrial cooling.

• In addition, the facility has attracted use from six researchers outside the University of
Manitoba such as the Communication Research Centre in Ottawa, the Canadian
Space Agency, InfoMagnetics, the Intelligent Sensing for Innovative Structures
organization, Iders, Manitoba Hydro and the Manitoba High Voltage Direct Current
(HVDC) Research Centre. 

• Lab usage over the past 12 months has totaled 1067 billed hours. This year, five
Canada Research Chairs have used the NSFL to augment their research. The number
of users from outside Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE) has exceeded those
from inside ECE. This is significant, since the NSFL originally started as an ECE only
facility, and is now clearly serving a campus-wide user base.

The Sustainable Communities strategic priority is supporting leaders in Manitoba’s urban,
rural and northern areas to identify opportunities for local development through tourism,
eco-tourism, forestry and fishing; and contributing to investments in infrastructure and
diversification to sustain rural communities.

Some of the project performance highlights from 2006-07 under this strategy:

Conseil de développement économique des municipalités bilingues du
Manitoba (CDEM) Tourism and Enterprises Riel Initiatives

• CDEM’s primary role is to promote, stimulate and foster economic development for
Manitoba Bilingual Municipalities members by assisting in the development of
business start-ups, business plans, market studies, and business financing research.
Entreprises Riel complements the work of CDEM by playing a leadership role in the
economic and tourism development of the Francophone community in the City of
Winnipeg - St. Boniface, St. Vital, and St. Norbert.

• A number of major accomplishments have resulted from these initiatives:

- 34 new tourist attractions created 

- $5.6 M in private and community investments in tourism

- 111 new jobs created and 72 jobs maintained, valued at $4.1 M

- 69 spin-off jobs created, valued at $2 M

- A contribution to the Manitoba economy of nearly $800,000 due to extended
tourists’ stays in Manitoba

- Five new start up businesses; and

- Provencher Boulevard redevelopment and housing starts investments valued at 
$45.2 M
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Inglis Area Heritage Committee Inc. - Heritage Elevators Restoration
• The official opening was held on August 12, 2006, celebrating completion of the

project that began in 1998 to restore the row of five historical grain elevators in Inglis,
Manitoba.

• This row of grain elevators was designated as a national historic site in 1996. It
represents one of the most important periods in the development of Canada’s grain
industry that spanned from 1900 to 1930. 

• This site is recognized internationally as a unique and architectural symbol of the
prairies and has attracted visitors from all over the world including the southern
United States, Japan, Australia, and Europe. 

Prairie Ocean Centre of the Arts
• Over the past two years, the centre has seen 172 people receive training at 13 eco arts

cultural sessions. Training sessions included drum making, sculpting, photography, and
a creative writing retreat. Many of the training sessions were filmed by the Aboriginal
Peoples Television Network (APTN) and were included in a sharing circle
documentary entitled Voice of the Lake.

• The Voice of the Lake concerts held in June 2006 at Westminster United Church,
Winnipeg and Gimli Park stage in August 2006 attracted an audience of 1,000 people.

Rivers West – Red River Corridor Inc.
• Rivers West was successful in obtaining Canadian Heritage River status for the entire

175 kilometer stretch of the Red River in Manitoba from Emerson to Lake Winnipeg
at Netley Marsh. This national recognition helps ensure that the Red River is managed
to conserve its natural, historical and recreational value, as well as to enhance public
use and enjoyment.

• Rivers West was also successful in winning the bid to host the Current Perspective
Conference in June 2007. The four-day event, for land managers responsible for rivers
and other tourism leaders, featured experts from around the world and information on
how communities are implementing sustainable management practices.

• In April 2006, Rivers West released the Floodway Expansion Recreation Consultation
Study on future recreation and greenway development of the Manitoba Floodway
project. A copy of the report along with other information on Rivers West activities can
be viewed on the Rivers West website: www.riverswest.ca.

SEED Winnipeg – Social Purchasing Portal (SPP)
• The portal is a web-based, business-to-business database linking over 50 progressive

businesses with approximately 26 small suppliers who commit to using the SPP
employment network helping to create opportunities for individuals or groups who
face multiple barriers to employment. 

• Over the past year, the SPP has posted over 80 jobs, 90 per cent of which were
awarded to low income or barrier groups.

• Many suppliers linked with the SPP have also seen an increase in business. 
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Shoal Lake Natural Gas Expansion Project
• The new gas line in Shoal Lake has allowed businesses to lower

their operating costs and leverage other investment opportunities. 

• As of March 31, 2007, 19 commercial customers have converted
from propane to natural gas resulting in economic benefits for the
community and a significant reduction in greenhouse gas (CO2)
outputs. 
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The Social Purchasing Portal, funded by EPA, creates economic
and employment opportunities by connecting businesses to other
local businesses and social enterprises that hire people who face
barriers to employment. Every business that uses office supplies,
couriers, catering, promotional materials, or similar goods and
services can benefit from the portal.

“It has brought us new clients, marketing, and links to other
businesses to partner with,” said Melanie Rushton, owner of
Food for Thought Catering, a member of the SPP. Rushton says
the portal has helped her acquire a lot of clients and is also
where she finds new employees.

The portal provides businesses the opportunity to purchase local
goods and services, hire local workers and use socially
responsible business practices.

“They have helped us on many levels. Without them we might
have fewer clients and fewer connections to other local
businesses,” said Rushton. She says that her presence online
through the portal has helped to make Food for Thought the
success story it is today. Melanie Rushton at Food for Thought.

Rohl Construction ploughing in PE100 pipe
south of Shoal Lake.



Announced Projects, January 1, 2004 
to March 31, 2007

Strategic Priority – Building our Economy

Forintek Wood Finishing Specialist
Additional EPA Funding –$75,000
Announced November 14, 2006
Forintek Value Added and Wood Technology Program
EPA Funding - $1,037,200 (over three years)
Announced March 12, 2004

EPA support of the Forintek Value-Added and Wood Technology Program has provided
Manitoba’s wood product manufacturers access to Forintek’s core research program,
assistance to overcome technical obstacles, and market opportunities in the wood products
sector. The province-wide project will advance innovation, research and development, and
improve the competitiveness and productivity of the wood product industry in Manitoba,
with a particular emphasis on Northern Manitoba.

In November 2006, Canada and Manitoba announced additional funding to hire a wood
finishing expert. The new specialist will further assist the industry by providing technical
advice to secondary sectors like cabinet and furniture manufacturers.

Vehicle Technology Centre – Supplier Development Program 
EPA Funding - $1,500,000
Announced July 27, 2006

The supplier development program will strengthen the productivity and competitiveness of
Manitoba-based suppliers through improved manufacturing processes and new technology
development. This initiative through the Vehicle Technology Centre is a cost-sharing
program with local Original Equipment Manufacturers in the transportation equipment and
agribusiness manufacturing sectors. 

University of Manitoba – Nano-System Fabrication Laboratory Expansion
EPA Funding - $1,240,000
Announced June 29, 2006

The Nano-System Fabrication Laboratory uses molecular level and molecular precision
manufacturing techniques to construct devices and components. The laboratory was
expanded to include Micro Electrical Mechanical Systems fabrication capability, giving
students and researchers access to new technologies and increased commercialization
opportunities.

Conseil de développement économique des municipalités bilingues du
Manitoba (CDEM)- Rural, Youth and International Initiatives
EPA Funding - $2,250,000
Announced May 12, 2006
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CDEM is working with Manitoba’s bilingual communities to advance economic
development in areas such as agriculture, health and tourism in rural Manitoba; assist and
encourage youth to develop an entrepreneurial spirit through a summer program for junior
and high school students; and build on the international trade links already established to
fuel entrepreneurial immigration and investment from France and Belgium along with
investments in the Franco-Manitoban economy, both urban and rural. This leg of the
project includes development, promotion and consolidation missions to France and
Belgium, along with continued export and import market development and commercial
immigration from the European countries to Manitoba along with corresponding skilled
labour and financial investment.

Film Training Manitoba
EPA Funding - $260,456
Announced April 20, 2006

EPA is providing $260,000 towards a new pilot Work Upgrade Program to increase the
number of skilled senior film crew members in the province through Film Training
Manitoba.

The project is a workplace initiative to allow existing workers to perform at more advanced
levels, acquire additional skills through mentorship, receive training and obtain greater
responsibilities on a variety of productions and related film work sites in Manitoba.

Composites Innovation Centre (CIC)
Additional EPA Funding - $6,622,000
Announced March 20, 2006
EPA Funding - $2,000,000 (first year funding)
Announced May 21, 2004

The CIC provides Manitoba with economic growth through first-class research and
development in composites, as well as allows for new product development. Composites are
reinforcing fibers or molding compounds such as fiberglass or carbon, embedded in a plastic
material. The markets and applications for composite and bio-composite materials include
aerospace, automotive, civil infrastructure, sporting goods equipment, electronics, household
appliances and furniture.

In March 2006, the CIC received further funding under EPA to support the growth of an
internationally competitive composites industry in Manitoba.

St. Andrews Airport Business Plan
EPA Funding - $60,000
No formal announcement

St. Andrews Airport Incorporated, a not-for-profit entity, identified the need to develop a
strategic/ business plan focusing on the long-term sustainability of the airport. This included
identifying opportunities to attract new businesses to the area and enhancing the viability of
the St. Andrews Airport, while having a positive economic impact on the surrounding area.
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Churchill Gateway Development Corporation
EPA Funding - $2,000,000
Announced May 4, 2005

A five-year initiative to market Churchill as a diversified shipping and value-added port is
underway with a $2 million investment in the Churchill Gateway Development
Corporation. Churchill is the northern terminus of the mid-continent trade corridor, a
transportation system that links Canada with the United States and Mexico.

Movement Disorders Clinic
EPA Funding - $370,000
Announced April 25, 2005

The historic Women’s Tribute Memorial Lodge on the grounds of the Deer Lodge Centre
on Portage Avenue now has a new function as a Movement Disorders Clinic. This clinic
provides specialized interdisciplinary treatment and support for clients with movement
disorders, such as Parkinson’s disease and Huntington’s disease.

Advanced Manufacturing Initiative (AMI)
EPA Funding - $1,845,000
Announced February 4, 2005

The AMI aims to improve the uptake of lean manufacturing practices by Manitoba
manufacturers. This initiative by the Manitoba division of the Canadian Manufacturers &
Exporters will assist the province’s manufacturing sector to become more skilled and
competitive as it helps companies incorporate new technologies, processes, materials and
advancements. 
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The Manitoba film industry had a very successful year in 2006,
partially due to the Manitoba Music and Motion Pictures Project
(M3P), funded through EPA. The funding is accessible by the
Manitoba Motion Picture Industry Association (MMPIA), a
membership-driven association representing the interests of
Manitoba’s motion picture industry, production companies and
professionals.

“A vast majority of Manitoba producers and production companies
have accessed M3P funding to attend festivals, markets, and
professional development opportunities or to develop marketing
materials for their companies,” said Jennifer Dupas, MMPIA’s
programs manager.

Dupas says since M3P’s beginning in 2004, she has seen benefits
like screenings of Manitoban films at the world’s top film festivals,
corporate strategic planning programs, industry professionals
attending courses and programs all around the world, and much
more.

The program is also available for the Manitoba Audio Recording Industry Association (MARIA)
members, who have also seen many successes through M3P.

MMPIA Poster



2005 Juno Awards
EPA Funding - $550,000
Announced January 10, 2005

Funding support of $550,000 was provided under EPA for Winnipeg to host the 2005 Juno
Awards, the premiere event for Canada’s music industry. The event brought substantial
economic benefits and invaluable national and international exposure for Winnipeg and
Manitoba.

MMPIA/MARIA Manitoba Music & Motion Pictures Development - Phase 2
EPA Funding - $2,400,000
Announced November 9, 2004

The Manitoba Music and Motion Pictures Project Phase 2 will see the Manitoba Motion
Picture Industry Association Inc. and the Manitoba Audio Recording Industry Association
Inc. bring Manitoba’s music and film industry together. This partnership formulates
cooperative and individual strategies for increased local, national and international market
access and corporate and professional development that will enhance the overall
marketability and competitiveness of the film and music sectors in Manitoba. 

Strategic Priority – Sustainable Communities

University of Winnipeg - Human Rights and Social Justice Conference
EPA Funding - $66,070
Hosted February 2007

The conference was hosted by the University of Winnipeg’s Global College in February
2007. The main themes of the conference were the rights of indigenous peoples, women
and gender rights, and the rights of war-affected children. 

The conference attracted more than 325 participants including prominent dignitaries,
students and experts on human rights issues from across Canada and abroad.

Neepawa Industrial Wastewater Treatment Facility
EPA Funding - $5,400,000
Announced August 28, 2006

The expansion of the industrial wastewater treatment facility in Neepawa will provide
additional wastewater treatment capacity for future processing and manufacturing
development for the Springhill Farms hog processing plant.

It is expected the expansion will create up to 50 new jobs for the residents of Neepawa and
surrounding areas.

Northern Producers Recovery Program
EPA Funding - $1,300,000
Announced July 14, 2006

The Northern Producers Recovery Program was created in 2006 to assist fishers and
trappers along the Churchill and Grass River systems repair, replace, or enhance equipment
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and infrastructure damaged by high water levels and flooding in 2005. The Communities
Economic Development Fund (CEDF) administered this one-time program.

Rivers West - Red River Corridor Association Inc. 
Additional EPA Funding - $750,000
Announced October 20, 2005
EPA Funding - $250,000
Announced November 4, 2004

Rivers West is promoting tourism and conservation along the Red River in conjunction with
local communities through various marketing, planning and research activities. These
activities help identify and further economic development opportunities, promote a
greenway or corridor along Manitoba’s Red River connecting people with communities and
attractions, facilitate a coordinated approach to programming and marketing and provide
direction for conservation and stewardship initiatives. 

International Peace Garden Interpretative Centre and Garden Development
EPA Funding - $3,700,000
Announced September 9, 2005

The International Peace Garden is a non-profit organization devoted to world peace situated
on the Manitoba and North Dakota border. Visitors will learn more about the roles gardens
have played in the history of peace and conflict resolution through a new interpretative
centre and development of the outdoor gardens. The interpretative centre will be designed
to accommodate traveling exhibits and displays while generating revenue to cover a portion
of the operating costs.

Rivers West – Recreational Use of Expanded Floodway
EPA Funding - $175,000
Announced September 1, 2005

Rivers West completed a comprehensive consultation process with recreational stakeholders
to explore plans and possibilities for future recreation and greenway development of the
Manitoba Floodway project. These findings were released in the April 2006 report:
Floodway Expansion Recreation Consultation Study. A copy of the report is available on the
Rivers West website: www.riverswest.ca.

Shoal Lake Natural Gas Expansion Project 
EPA Funding - $1,066,666
Announced June 3, 2005

The governments of Canada, Manitoba and the Town/Rural Municipality of Shoal Lake
each contributed $533,333 for a total of $1.6 million to bring natural gas service to Shoal
Lake. This project is further developing Shoal Lake’s value-added industries and helping to
diversify the community’s economic base. Natural gas was the only component missing from
an otherwise well developed infrastructure base that includes ground and rail transportation,
paved air-strip and affordable energy sources such as hydro power for industrial customers. 
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Prairie Ocean Centre of the Arts – Eco Arts and Cultural Programs
EPA Funding - $150,000
Announced May 12, 2005

The Prairie Ocean Centre of the Arts is a not-for-profit community-based organization that
is establishing an arts centre to support the development of a cultural industry along the
shores of Lake Winnipeg. Outreach initiatives have been developed in conjunction with arts
and cultural organizations that will promote and support eco-tourism, and create economic
opportunities in the Interlake Region.

Red River Exhibition Association Expansion Feasibility Study Expansion
EPA Funding - $125,000
Announced December 21, 2004

This feasibility study examined year-round recreation opportunities and increased economic
potential for the Red River Exhibition Park. The Red River Exhibition Association led the
initiative to evaluate the construction costs and viability of developing a multi-use sports
facility, hotel with waterpark and a permanent exhibition space. The study also assessed
current and future market demand and operating requirements.

Northern Forest Diversification Centre
EPA Funding - $1,200,000
Announced November 10, 2004

The Northern Forest Diversification Center (NFDC) received three-year operating funding
(2004 -2006) for its operations in The Pas, Manitoba. 

Based on a system of sustainable harvesting and use, NFDC worked to link the growing
demand for non-timber forest products with the need to create sustainable economic
development opportunities for local residents of remote communities. Non-timber forest
products are wild, natural, organic products derived from the forest including wild harvest
teas, floral greens, medicinal herbs, crafts and landscaping products. 

Conseil de developpement économique des municipalities bilingues du
Manitoba (CDEM) – CDEM Tourism & Entreprises Riel Initiatives 
EPA Funding - $600,000
Announced November 8, 2004

CDEM and Entreprises Riel initiated tourism and economic development activities to
promote the unique cultural, linguistic and Métis heritage of their member communities.
These activities focused on the development of business start-ups, business plans, market
studies, and business financing research. Over the past two years, 40 new tourist attractions
were created leveraging over $5 million in private investments in tourism and resulting in
111 new jobs.

Member communities include the Rural Municipalities of DeSalaberry, Ellice, La Broquerie,
Montcalm, Ritchot, and St. Laurent, the Local Urban Districts of Lorette and St. Léon
(Lorne), the Villages of Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes, St. Claude, St. Georges, St. Lazare, St.
Pierre-Jolys, and Somerset, the Town of Ste. Anne, and the Riel Quarter of the City of
Winnipeg (St. Boniface, St. Vital, and St. Norbert). 
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Centre culturel franco-manitobain and le Cercle Molière
EPA Funding - $1,425,000
Announced November 8, 2004

Centre culturel franco-manitobain and le Cercle Molière are undertaking a joint capital
project including construction of a new theatre for le Cercle Molière and renovations to the
30-year old Centre culturel franco-manitobain at the corner of Provencher Boulevard and
Des Meurons Street in historic St. Boniface, Manitoba. 

The new facilities will expand space for cultural activities and offer more opportunities for the
community at large to participate in Canada’s rich francophone heritage. This project is also
receiving provincial funding of $500,000 under the Canada-Manitoba Infrastructure Program.

Inglis Area Heritage Committee Inc. - Heritage Elevators Restoration 
EPA Funding - $183,400
Announced November 4, 2004

This project is a community-based, rural economic development initiative that involved the
restoration of five historic grain elevators in Inglis, Manitoba. The site provides visitors with
interpretative and educational opportunities on the history of the grain trade, prairie
settlements, the rail transportation system and other related topics.

SEED Winnipeg - Social Purchasing Portal 
EPA Funding - $98,550
Announced October 13, 2004

SEED Winnipeg is a registered non-profit charitable organization. Its mandate is to combat
poverty and assist in the renewal of inner city communities by providing services to help
low-income individuals, groups, organizations and economically distressed neighbourhoods
improve their social and economic vitality.

Through this project, SEED Winnipeg has established an online database to encourage the
sale and purchase of goods and services by linking Winnipeg’s businesses in the core area. 

Disabled Sail Manitoba
EPA Funding - $130,000
Announced August 24, 2004

Funding was used to upgrade the Pelican Yacht Club on Pelican Lake in southwestern
Manitoba. Facility renovations were completed in time to host the International Mobility
Cup in August 2004, a regatta for sailors with disabilities. This is the first time the regatta
was hosted outside of a large centre such as Calgary or Ottawa. Renovations to the Pelican
Yacht Club will provide a lasting legacy to allow Disabled Sail Manitoba to offer a variety of
sailing events in the years to come.

2006 - 2007 Annual Progress Report
20

Canada-Manitoba
Economic Partnership Agreement



Expenditure Summary

Table 1

THREE-YEAR HISTORICAL EPA PROGRAM EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
($’000s)
Table 1 provides a historical summary of actual program expenditures for the Canada-
Manitoba Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) from inception to March 31, 2007. 

CANADA MANITOBA TOTAL
EPA

2004-05 $2,193.5 $2,267.4 $4,460.9

2005-06 $3,530.1 $2,764.5 $6,294.6

2006-07 $4,110.5 $3,519.1 $7,629.6

TOTALS $9,834.1 $8,551.0 $18,385.1

NOTES: 

1. The EPA requires overall matching expenditures of $25 million over the life of the
agreement. However, cost-sharing formulae may vary on a per project and/or fiscal
year basis.

Public Information
In addition to the annual progress report, information on the Canada-Manitoba Economic
Partnership Agreement is available on the EPA website: www.epa.gov.mb.ca. The website
features projects, news releases, project benefits, and the annual progress report. Links to the
related sites, as well as the main Government of Canada and Province of Manitoba sites, are
also provided.

Contact Information
For more information on the Canada-Manitoba Economic Partnership Agreement, contact: 

Terri Hooper, Communications Coordinator
1140-363 Broadway
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3N9
Phone: 945-7805 or Toll-free: 1-800-268-4883
Fax: 948-2035
Email: epa@gov.mb.ca
Website: www.epa.gov.mb.ca
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